HLA antigens and E-rosettes in tetanus patients.
One-hundred-and-fifty-four tetanus patients and 118 normal persons were typed for 27 HLA antigens of A and B loci. There was no significant difference in the frequency of any of these antigens between the normal controls and the tetanus patients. Classification of the patients into mild, moderate and severe also did not show any significant deviation in the frequency of HLA antigens from the controls. Percentage E-rosettes in normal individuals showed lower values among a low socioeconomic group. The values for E-rosettes among tetanus patients were similar to those observed in low socioeconomic normal individuals. The distribution of ABO and Rho (D) groups among the tetanus patients were not significantly different from the frequencies in the normal population.